
 
Timothy Shanahan,  
University of Illinois at Chicago 
1040 W. Harrison 
Chicago, IL 60607 
(312) 413-1914 
 
 

 

LITERACY TEACHING FRAMEWORK 
 
 

 WORD KNOWLEDGE FLUENCY COMPREHENSION WRITING 
What is included? • Sight Vocabulary 

• Phonics Analysis 
• Spelling 
• Structural Analysis 
• Word Meaning 

• Reading speed 
• Oral reading accuracy 
• Phrasing 
• Expression 

• Types of information to 
“find” in text 

• Organization of 
information 

• Strategies including 
inquiry and study 
strategies 

• Purposes 
• Products 
• Processes 
• Audiences 

How does it change • From word recognition 
to word meaning 

• Direct phonics teaching 
ends by 3rd grade 

• Students can do this 
with more difficult text 

• Less work needed on 
fluency 

• Text difficulty increases 
• Text length increases 
• Greater individual 

control 

• Text difficulty 
increases 

• More distant 
audiences 

• More analysis 
How much 
instructional time? 

• 25% of class time 
• Never more than 15 

minutes daily on 
spelling 

• Up to 25% of class time • 25% of class time • 25% of class time 

Common mistakes? • Lack of individual drill 
• Too much phonics or 

spelling 
• Teaching rules, but not 

applications 

• Only using silent 
reading 

• Too much reliance on 
choral reading or round 
robin 

• No emphasis at all 

• Teaching with stories 
and literature only 

• Not using materials of 
appropriate difficulty 

• Too narrow a range of 
responses 

• Not teaching at all 
• No link to reading 
• Overemphasis on 

private writing 
• Not 

reading/responding to 
student writing 
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